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McCALLUM CJ:  Welcome all to this ceremonial sitting.  I will begin by 

calling upon Jude Barlow to welcome us to her country. 

 

MS BARLOW:  Yuma, which is hello in Ngunnawal, and it’s the Ngunnawal 

people’s gift to you all.  So please use it when you are on Ngunnawal country 5 
to say hello, hi or g’day. 

 

My name is indeed Jude Barlow, and I’m a Ngunnawal woman.  My family 

are Wallabalooa people, a family group within the Ngunnawal nation, and it 

is such a privilege to represent my family and ancestors today at this most 10 
exciting event.  I feel so full of hope and joy today, and not just because my 

friend, Louise, is being sworn in as the first Aboriginal woman to sit on the 

Supreme Court of the ACT, but because her swearing-in means so much, and 

not just to her family and friends, but because it means so much to this 

community. 15 
 

I am hopeful because there is now a voice on the Supreme Court that speaks 

with exceptional cultural capability, combined with brilliant legal skills, and 

the combination of these two things, plus being a totally deadly woman, I am 

certain will go a long way to change the course of justice for First Nations 20 
people in the ACT. 

 

And I have no doubt that Lou, as she always does, will employ her 

extraordinary skills in her new role, her intelligence, her deep knowledge of 

the law, her deep cultural capability and, of course, her yindyamarra, a 25 
Ngunnawal and Wiradjuri word meaning honouring and respect, and more 

broadly it implies thoughtfulness, graciousness and kindness. 

 

And Lou is an exceptional human, full of compassion, kindness and courage.  

She is also humble and is filled with the care of her fellow man, which I am 30 
certain is due to her nurturing of her rather two extraordinary parents, Judy 

and Russell.  Thank you, Lou, for inviting me to perform the welcome today.  

You honour me again demonstrating yindyamarra as you always do. 

 

I would now like to welcome you to the land of my ancestors in the language 35 
of my ancestors, a language once thought dead, but we Ngunnawal people, 

we knew it was only sleeping and we have awoken it.  [Aboriginal language.]  

And this, of course, means, today we are all gathering together on 

Ngunnawal country and this country is my ancestors’ spiritual homeland, and 

we are keeping the pathways of our ancestors alive by all of us walking 40 
together as one, and in the wise and beautiful words of Auntie Agnes Shea, 

you may leave your footprints here.  Welcome to Ngunnawal country. 

 

McCALLUM CJ:  Thank you, Ms Barlow, it’s so lovely to hear you speak in 

language and I look forward to walking together with indigenous people and 45 
incorporating the notion of yindyamarra in our notion of the rule of law.  

Taylor J. 
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TAYLOR J:  Chief Justice, I have the honour to announce that I have been 

appointed as a judge of this court and I present to you my commission. 

 

McCALLUM CJ:  Thank you, Taylor J.  Please be seated while the 5 
commission is read.  Registrar, will you please read the commission. 

 

THE REGISTRAR: 

 

Supreme Court Act 1933, Commission. 10 
 

The Australian Capital Territory Executive, under section 4 of the 

Supreme Court Act 1933, appoints Louise Taylor as a resident judge 

of the Supreme Court commencing on 16 August 2023. 

 15 
Signed by the Attorney-General, Shane Rattenbury, and the Chief 

Minister, Andrew Barr, on 4 August 2023. 

 

McCALLUM CJ:  Thank you.  Taylor J, you would ordinarily be required at 

this point to take the affirmation of office, but I note that as, indeed, you are 20 
deadly, we were quite keen to have you start.  Your commission commenced 

on 16 August, last week, and on that date, in the presence of the judges of the 

court, and despite heckling from Acting Justice Refshauge, you affirmed 

solemnly and sincerely that you will well and truly serve in the office of 

judge of the Supreme Court of the Australian Capital Territory, and that you 25 
will do right to all manner of people accordingly to law, without fear or 

favour, affection or ill will, and that affirmation was subscribed by the two of 

us, and I will ask the registrar to put that with the court’s official papers.  I 

will now call upon the Attorney-General, Mr Rattenbury, to speak. 

 30 
MR RATTENBURY:  Yuma, Aunt Jude, thank you for that welcome to 

country this morning and for your thoughtful and warm comments.  Dhawura 

Nguna.  We are on Ngunnawal country and I wish to acknowledge the 

traditional custodians, the Ngunnawal people, as well as other people or 

families with connections to the land of this region. 35 
 

I wish to acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the 

contribution they make to the life of our region, and I welcome the many 

other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who are with us today in 

support of the appointment of Taylor J. 40 
 

Chief Justice, Chief Magistrate, the temporary ACAT President, members of 

the ACT Judiciary and ACAT, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, it is my 

tremendous personal pleasure to be here today.  I am delighted to be speaking 

at the swearing-in ceremony for our newest resident judge, Justice Louise 45 
Taylor.  On behalf of the ACT Government and the Canberra community as a 

whole, it is a pleasure to welcome Taylor J to this role. 
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I believe that everyone here would agree with me when I say this position is a 

fitting role for Taylor J, given her admirable talent, impressive career and 

notable achievements.  Taylor J is a well-qualified judicial officer, highly 

respected amongst her peers, and clearly demonstrates all the criteria 5 
necessary for appointment to this role, having been selected as a result of a 

vigorous and thorough recruitment process. 

 

Taylor J was appointed through the recent competitive process which also 

saw Justice McWilliam elevated to resident judge from associate judge.  It is 10 
a testament to the strength of the judicial officers we have in the territory that 

we have seen the promotion of two existing judicial officers to our highest 

court this year. 

 

It is worth pausing here to observe that in the ACT the requirements for 15 
appointment of a resident judge are set out publicly in our Supreme Court 

Act 1933 and the Supreme Court Resident Judges’ Appointment 

Requirements Determination of 2015.  Requirements include relevant 

experience, personal qualities, intellectual capacity, communication skills and 

an ability to understand and deal fairly.  Taylor J embodies all these traits and 20 
has demonstrated she has the breadth, depth and quality of experience to be 

the most suitable appointment to this role. 

 

Taylor J has had a very distinguished career, having graduated from ANU 

with a Bachelor of Laws in 2000.  In 2001 Taylor J joined our justice system 25 
after being admitted as a barrister and solicitor at this court.  During this time, 

Taylor J established herself working at the ACT Office of the Defender of 

Public Prosecutions, where she held senior advocate and practice manager 

roles. 

 30 
At the ACT DPP, Taylor J developed a strong interest for serving 

disadvantaged groups in our community, and providing fair and just 

outcomes for vulnerable people.  She has mentioned that this passion came 

when she prosecuted matters under the Family Violence Intervention 

Program.  Taylor J would stay true to her passion throughout her career, 35 
including her service with the Australian Government Solicitors Office and 

the Commonwealth Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

 

Perhaps it was this that guided Taylor J to become the Deputy Chief 

Executive Officer at Legal Aid ACT in February 2014, where she established 40 
herself as a capable leader.  Taylor J has made an exceptional contribution to 

the Magistrates' Court in her time as magistrate and coroner in that court, 

using her significant experience to navigate complex and difficult matters.  I 

am certain that she will bring many valuable insights from her time as a 

magistrate into her role as a Supreme Court judge. 45 
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One of Taylor J’s strongest traits is her capacity to listen to others and 

understand their concerns.  She models active listening with an open mind, 

which I believe is a very important trait as a decision-maker.  By carefully 

listening, Taylor J understood the problems, the issues and the parties which 

allowed her to discharge her role as a magistrate with impartiality, objectivity 5 
and decisiveness. 

 

Taylor J’s appointment marks an expansion of this court to six resident 

judges.  Of greater significant, we are today bearing witness to a landmark 

moment worthy of international, national and local celebration.  It is a 10 
significant point in the history of Australia, the ACT and our Supreme Court. 

 

As Aunt Jude noted, Taylor J is the first Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 

woman to be appointed a Supreme Court in the territory, and indeed the first 

Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander woman to be appointed to a Supreme 15 
Court judge in Australia.  This follows her appointment to the Magistrates' 

Court in 2018 as the territory’s first indigenous judicial officer. 

 

Taylor J is a proud Kamilaroi woman, having moved to Canberra during her 

teenage years.  Her appointment is a significant step to ensuring our judiciary 20 
is reflective and representative of the diversity of our community, and I have 

no doubt that her appointment will inspire others from diverse backgrounds 

to pursue a career in the legal system. 

 

Indigenous Australians are amongst the most incarcerated people in 25 
Australia.  We have around a hundred detainees in the Alexander 

Maconochie Centre at any one time.  My commitment to justice reinvestment 

to raising the minimum age of criminal responsibility, to exploring initiatives 

that address the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people in the ACT is well-known to people here today. 30 
 

As a community, we must strive to foster a justice system which delivers fair 

and just outcomes for all Canberrans, especially our most vulnerable.  I am 

confident that Taylor J carries these values, and I am certain that she will 

influence and inspire others the same way. 35 
 

I acknowledge that there is some way to go before we see true gender 

equality, and that historically women lawyers have experienced 

discrimination.  While I can’t speak about Taylor J’s experience specifically, 

I can observe that it takes resilience, intelligence and strength of character to 40 
overcome such barriers.  These are qualities that I see embodied by Taylor J, 

and they are strengths that future generations of the legal community should 

seek to emulate. 

 

We are grateful that Taylor J is willing to serve the ACT community, and that 45 
we will continue having the benefit of her considerable experience and 

expertise.  Taylor J will not only bring a significant amount of knowledge 
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and experience to this new role, but also her fresh view on how to foster an 

efficient justice system.  I am grateful for Taylor J’s willingness to be 

appointed to this role and am confidence in the future of this court.  It is my 

sincere wish that Taylor J enjoys her time in her new role and that she will 

continue to be a strong model for the diverse community we have here in 5 
Canberra. 

 

Taylor J, congratulations on your elevation to resident judge and I warmly 

welcome you to this role.  I look forward with great anticipation to 

witnessing your ongoing contribution to shaping the legal landscape of the 10 
territory. 

 

McCALLUM CJ:  Thank you, Mr Attorney.   I now call upon the President 

of the Bar Association, Mr Hassall. 

 15 
MR HASSALL:  Chief Justice, your Honour Taylor J, other judges and 

former judges of this Honourable Court, Chief Justice Mortimer of the 

Federal Court, Chief Magistrate, judges of other courts, other magistrates, 

Attorney-General, members of Taylor J’s family, many other honoured 

guests and members of the profession. 20 
 

I join in thanking Jude Barlow for her welcome to country and join in paying 

my respects to the elders of the Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians 

of the land in this region, and other indigenous people with connection to the 

land. 25 
 

As the Attorney-General has already noted, today marks a significant day 

both for your Honour and for the ACT, and indeed the national legal 

profession.  Your Honour remarked when you were sworn in as a magistrate, 

‘My Aboriginality is not everything, but it’s not nothing’.  There has been a 30 
great deal of positive media coverage in recent weeks regarding female role 

models in sport.  The elevation of a female indigenous Australian to the 

position of judge of a Supreme Court in Australia for the first time hopefully 

will be a significant step in the progress to a more representative court 

composition, and hopefully will inspire others to follow in your Honour’s 35 
footsteps. 

 

It is also worth noting and remarking, as the attorney has, that your Honour is 

the first sixth resident judge of this court, a sign of the court’s ongoing 

growth and maturity.  It seems the office of master or associate justice is to 40 
be no more.  There is currently legislation before the Assembly to delete 

references to those positions in the Supreme Court Act, so Justices Mossop 

and McWilliam will go down in history as some of the few to occupy those 

positions.  The ACT Bar welcomes this development as reflecting the 

changed nature of the work required to be performed by this court, increased 45 
volume and the higher number of complex cases. 

 



.Ceremonial Sitting    HASSALL 

Friday, 25 August 2023   
Epiq 

7 

As the Attorney has also noted, your Honour’s appointment to this court 

marks the culmination of a significant journey within the ACT and federal 

legal systems, including previous appointments as a prosecutor with both the 

ACT and the Commonwealth DPP; as Deputy Chief Executive Officer with 

the Legal Aid Commission; Chair of the ACT Women’s Legal Centre for 10 5 
years; and most recently as a magistrate at the Magistrates' Court since 2018.  

This range of experience, and in particular your Honour’s significant and 

substantial experience on both sides of the Bar table in criminal matters, will 

stand your Honour in very good stead for years to come serving on this court. 

 10 
Now, it has been my pleasure to cross paths with your Honour on a couple of 

occasions, and one of those was during your Honour’s relatively short stint at 

the Commonwealth DPP.  The Commonwealth DPP is known for its 

relatively document-heavy cases, sometimes involve lots of preparation in the 

office and relatively short times in court.  The rumour within the CDPP at 15 
that time, which I’m sur was unjustified, was that the nature of the work was 

not at that time sufficient to hold your Honour’s interest. 

 

Notwithstanding your Honour’s relatively short stay with the Commonwealth 

DPP, your Honour did however manage to make your way on to the cover of 20 
the Office’s 2007/2008 Annual Report.  Pardon my back for a moment.  I am 

reliably informed that the blurry photo of a lady in a black skirt and a red 

cardigan is your Honour, and that the reason the photo is blurry is that your 

Honour was, as ever, moving so fast that that was the best the photographer 

could do. 25 
 

I turn now, as your Honour probably knew that I would, to other aspects of 

your Honour’s background and personal qualities.  Upon the announcement 

of your Honour’s appointment, your Honour’s qualities of directness, 

efficiency, balance, worldliness and compassion, as well as yindyamarra, 30 
amongst others, were rightly spoken or backed by myself and others, but may 

I speak further to directness. 

 

During your Honour’s stint as Deputy CEO of the Legal Aid Commission, 

your Honour did some appearance work, which often included difficult cases 35 
and which included at least one appearance before the Honourable former 

Chief Justice Murrell who is present here today.  Chief Justice Murrell ran a 

highly efficient court and was not renowned, and I say this with respect and 

love, for her deference or lack of assertiveness in dealing with counsel. 

 40 
I understand that on the day this episode occurred, your Honour had just 

recently been involved in discussions with the Legal Aid Office about the 

importance for all staff of court etiquette and of being respectful in court.  In 

any event, this particular application was quite intense and the exchanges 

between your Honour became increasingly direct, reaching a crescendo when 45 
your Honour not only spoke over the top of the former Chief Justice, but so 

the story goes, cut her off in mid-sentence.  The CEO of Legal Aid, who was 
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in court, was momentarily incredulous.  In any event, to his astonishment, 

your Honour not only got away with the interruption without chastisement, 

but was also successful in the application. 

 

Now, your Honour, members of the Bar are conscious of their duty to the 5 
court and I am assured generally they will not interrupt your Honour.  If, 

however, there is the odd occasion in the heat of battle, your Honour will 

understand that it may be because the counsel in question has a particularly 

good point to make. 

 10 
On that note, may I again, on behalf of the ACT Bar, offer my sincere 

congratulations to your Honour on your appointment and convey all of our 

best wishes for your Honour’s tenure as a judge of this Honourable court. 

 

McCALLUM CJ:  Thank you, Mr Hassall.  I now call on the President of the 15 
Law Society, Ms Choudhury. 

 

MS CHOUDHURY:  Chief Justice McCallum, other justices, magistrates, 

Attorney-General, members of the legal profession, friends, family and 

supporters.  Thank you, Auntie Jude, for welcoming us and sharing your 20 
knowledge and beautiful language with such warmth and openness. 

 

I acknowledge the traditional custodians on the land on which we are 

meeting, the Ngunnawal people, the recognise any other people or families 

with connection to these lands.  I pay my respects to elders past and present, 25 
and I extend that respect to all First Nations people who are with us today.  I 

note the unjust impacts of our history and I celebrate the survival, strength 

and resilience of First Nations communities on these lands. 

 

Taylor J, it is an honour to welcome you as a justice of the Supreme Court of 30 
the ACT on behalf of the ACT Law Society and the local legal profession.  

This is an occasion to be celebrated for so many reasons.  Your Honour’s 

appointment is particularly significant as a Kamilaroi woman.  

Emma Towney, a proud Wiradjuri woman and local community lawyer, has 

said, ‘It inspires First Nations people and women to continue to work towards 35 
their goals and aspirations, knowing that there is a spot at the table for us to 

become justices.  It’s breaking down those barriers and ideas that these 

positions are not for us’. 

 

Just outside this courtroom and down the corridor is a series of light boxes 40 
documenting key moments in the ACT Law Courts’ history.  One of those 

boxes highlights your appointment as the first Aboriginal judicial officer of 

the ACT in 2018 and includes your words, ‘My Aboriginality, to steal a 

phrase, is not everything, but it’s not nothing’.  A number of First Nations 

practitioners have visited your light box and drawn strength from your words. 45 
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You have also actively promoted access to First Nations led and culturally 

safe women’s services through your community legal sector leadership, 

notably, as a member of the Women’s Legal Centre Board for 12 years, and 

chair for most of that period, your advocacy, along with that of other First 

Nations women, was instrumental in the establishment of the centre’s 5 
Aboriginal Women’s Access to Justice Program over 10 years ago.  This 

program, now known as Mulleun Mura, is still led and delivered by First 

Nations practitioners. 

 

In addition to the impact that you have had for First Nations communities, 10 
you are highly regarded and respected across the ACT legal profession.  

Lawyer and your colleagues see you as a fierce and effective advocate, a 

natural-born leader, down-to-earth, highly skilled, someone with quick wit 

and a wicked sense of humour and disinterested in pompous nonsense. 

 15 
You have been described as always approaching cases with common sense 

and genuine care, whether that be through your strong work ethic as a 

prosecutor, which saw you picking up additional work at the last minute; for 

your colleagues at Legal Aid ACT who benefited from your bread days; or in 

your firm but fair engagement with those appearing before you at the ACT 20 
Magistrates' Court. 

 

One practitioner recalls a busy day at court while you were a Legal Aid 

lawyer.  What happened was, a self-represented litigant was having some 

challenges presenting their case at the Bar table.  You were at the back of the 25 
courtroom, precariously balancing a large bundle of files on your arm while 

preparing for another matter.  You couldn't help but notice the difficulties the 

self-represented litigant was having.  You put down your files and generously 

assisted that litigant with incredible empathy, knowledge and skill.  The 

observing practitioner recalls that on seeing you do this, they knew they 30 
wanted to be you.  That practitioner is one of many lawyers who admire you 

and seek to follow your excellent example. 

 

Your Honour’s presence as a member of the ACT judiciary is making a 

difference to so many people who have worked with you and those who may 35 
not have had the benefit of engaging with you directly.  Your approach and 

presence has been applauded across the legal profession and notably by 

women, people of colour and young practitioners.  Your appointment to the 

Supreme Court Bench was announced the day before the launch of Lawyers 

for Diversity, a network for which you are co-patron that supports a more 40 
inclusive and diverse legal profession.  The room full of people from diverse 

backgrounds and allies was buzzing with excitement, and the sounds of 

cheering and clapping as we collectively celebrated the new. 

 

This reception speaks volumes to the overwhelming support for your 45 
appointment across the ACT legal community, including from those who are 

under-represented in the legal profession.  This widespread support at the 
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event reminded me of a time many years ago when you presented at an 

advocacy afternoon for women lawyers at the ACT Law Society.  I recall the 

warm reception you received back then and I remember the guidance you 

gave at the time around the importance of backing yourself.  This is advice I 

still carry with me and share with others. 5 
 

Taylor J, on behalf of the ACT Law Society membership, I congratulate you 

on your appointment.  Thank you for encouraging lawyers and future legal 

practitioners to back themselves and to carry out their work with the 

intelligence, dedicated and pragmatic approach that you have shown and will 10 
continue to show through your leadership. 

 

McCALLUM CJ:  Taylor J, you will no doubt wish to respond to those harsh 

words. 

 15 
TAYLOR J:  Thank you, Jude Barlow, for that welcome to your country.  

Jude has had long association with my family, and so it’s special for me to 

have her so generously extend to us this important cultural protocol.  I 

recognise your ancestors, Jude, on behalf of my family and I honour your 

elders, past and present.  I recognise your ancestors as original custodians of 20 
this place, and I recognise the ongoing connection of your people, the 

Ngunnawal people, to the land that we gather on this morning. 

 

Like First Nations groups across the country, your people survived a brutal 

colonisation, and I am thrilled to see so many First Nations sisters and 25 
brothers here today.  I pay tribute to our resilience as cultural peoples.  

Sovereignty has not been ceded.  This always was and always will be 

Aboriginal land. 

 

Distinguished guests, fellow judges, magistrates, practitioners, family and 30 
friends, I want to thank all of you for coming to this ceremony.  I know many 

of you have travelled long distances to be here from as far away as Western 

Australia and Queensland.  For some of you I know there is a dual purpose in 

your attendance today, to share the occasion with me, and also to honour my 

late father, by bearing witness in his place. 35 
 

Thank you, Mr Attorney, Mr Hassall and Ms Choudhury for the generosity of 

your words.  I confess great relief that you all managed to finish without any 

of my children snorting loudly with derision, or my mother leaping to her feet 

to add her own views about my suitability for this Bench. 40 
 

Ceremony is a feature of life in the law, beginning with the occasion of being 

admitted as a legal practitioner.  That ceremony marks our arrival to the 

profession and signals our acceptance of the obligations we have as officers 

of the court.  I have, from time to time, mused on the professional indulgence 45 
reflected in ceremonies such as this.  Ceremony, of course, has featured as a 

significant aspect of First Nations culture for thousands of years.  My people 
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have long understood the importance of ceremony as a marker of significant 

events in our societies, and to communicate obligation and expectation. 

 

And so while this ceremony might viewed as an indulgence, I also see it as an 

important public declaration of the responsibility I have accepted.  This 5 
ceremony expresses the solemn obligation I now have as a judge of this 

Honourable court and the expectation the community are entitled to have 

about the way I must discharge that obligation, doing right to all manner of 

people according to law, without fear or favour, affection or ill will.  It is a 

responsibility I guard fiercely and a privilege I do not take for granted. 10 
 

My fellow judges have warmly welcomed me.  I am delighted to be part of a 

court referred to as mighty.  In the lead-up to joining this Bench, 

Justice Loukas-Karlsson and Justice Baker were particularly generous to me 

in their non-existent spare time.  It is an hour to be joining an energetic and 15 
productive Bench of clever judges who possess a large bank of knowledge 

and experience, led by an indefatigable Chief Justice, a leader committed to 

exploring more effective ways to deliver justice in this territory.  Our 

community is best served by a justice system prepared to reflect on itself and 

courageous leadership is central to that exercise. 20 
 

I am a proud product of the ACT legal profession.  If there is anyone 

disgruntled about my appointment, I invite you to direct your complaints to 

one or more of the following people – Ken Archer, Acting Justice Refshauge, 

John White of Senior Counsel, and/or Dr John Boersig.  Each, in their own 25 
way, bears some responsibility for the development of my career, beginning 

with Mr Archer who I harassed about a job in the fruit section while he was 

grocery shopping.  He doesn't remember it, such was my impact, but I latched 

on to his typically dry response instead about becoming a prosecutor. 

 30 
I was mentored in my early days by some generous lawyers who were also 

good people, John Lundy and Bernard Standish among them.  Under the 

leadership of directors Refshauge and White, I had great opportunity to 

develop as a lawyer and a ringside seat from which to observe the impact of 

participation in the criminal justice system. 35 
 

I have career-long friendships from both sides of the Bar table, as well as 

with court staff and sheriffs.  There was one prosecutor who I did not want to 

be friends with at all.  I thought him unbearable.  He was oblivious to my 

distaste for him and before I knew it he was coming on family holidays with 40 
me.  I speak of the former Mayor of Dubbo, Stephen Lawrence, a fearless 

lawyer and a great friend. 

 

I ended my time as a practitioner at Legal Aid where Dr John Boersig and I 

cemented the most successful working relationship of my career based on a 45 
shared ideology about access to justice.  John understands deeply the plight 



.Ceremonial Sitting    TAYLOR J 

Friday, 25 August 2023   
Epiq 

12 

of the most vulnerable in our community and his long commitment to doing 

right by First Nations people is unimpeachable. 

 

The pride in my appointment revealed by the local profession means a great 

deal to me.  It is a profession made up of clever lawyers committed to justice.  5 
The appointment of Justice Burns and Justice Mossop to this court from the 

Magistrates' Court paved the way, I think, for my appointment.  We are a 

grown-up city with a thriving profession, and it is essential for local 

practitioners to see a pathway to judicial appointment in their home town. 

 10 
There is something of a personal risk in my movement to this court, and it’s 

not just the increased risk that the Court of Appeal will be called upon to 

mark my work.  It is the risk that accompanies leaving a job that you love.  

I have relished every aspect of being a magistrate.  The work is relentless, 

and at times unforgiving, and I am certain that I haven't always got it right, 15 
but I have always tried my best to properly apply the law and to understand 

the complexities of the human condition. 

 

The ACT community is well served by the collective of diligent magistrates 

who undertake work across a broad jurisdiction, keenly aware that justice 20 
delayed is justice denied.  I will miss working directly with each one of them.  

They were often all that stood between a difficult day and a disastrous day.  

Former Magistrates Fryar, Campbell, Morrison, Dingwall, Boss and Hunter 

were sources of wise counsel in my early days.  I wish to note the support 

and kindness extended to me by the Chief Magistrate in particular over recent 25 
months.  Special Magistrate Hopkins is special by title and special by nature. 

 

I will not miss the unsolicited, unhelpful fashion advice and commentary 

from Magistrate Lawton, a man who wears squeaky shoes and enormous 

hats.  I have been managed by several young lawyers who served me 30 
faithfully as associates, Lauren, Rachel, Madeleine, Lillian, Lydia and 

Serena.  My relationship with my associates has been one of the best things 

about judicial life.  Clever and capable, one and all.  They have consistently 

made me look good and I am indebted to them for their efforts. 

 35 
I am, of course, a judge for all manner of people.  Just as my record will 

show, I was a magistrate for all manner of people.  I am also a Kamilaroi 

woman.  That fact has, at times in my life, been the source of antagonism 

from non-Aboriginal folks, curiously invested in my cultural credentials.  The 

only endorsement I seek in that regard is from the people to whom I proudly 40 
belong. 

 

Through my father, the late, great Dr Russell Charles Taylor AM, the might 

of our ancestors is in my blood.  His father was born to a 16-year old single 

mother on Kamilaroi country at Walhallow, known then as Caroona 45 
Aboriginal Reserve.  My father, the first in his family to finish high school 

and attend university, went on to become the most senior Aboriginal person 
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in the Commonwealth Public Service.  It is no surprise, then, that I was raised 

to be nothing other than proud of my identity, with a strong sense of 

obligation to contribute to bettering the lives of our people. 

 

That my appointment is a source of pride for First Nations people brings me 5 
real joy.  Being the first Aboriginal woman appointed to a superior court 

brings with it a sense of responsibility  that I must demonstrate the case for 

others like me.  Of course, my appointment is not evidence of substantive 

progress for First Nations people more broadly as there is still much that 

must be done. 10 
 

The justice system is asked to cure wicked problems that often have their 

origin, and indeed their solution, elsewhere, and as part of that challenge, we 

have some heavy lifting to do where First Nations people are concerned.  

I did not inherit a pathway to the law.  I am the granddaughter of a wharfie 15 
and a publican.  My pathway to the law was driven by my experience of it as 

a girl growing up in inner city Sydney. 

 

My direct involvement in the systems incarcerating my people and removing 

our children at scandalous rates is difficult for some to reconcile.  20 
I understand that difficulty, and indeed have wrestled with it myself on 

occasion.  I maintain the view that the lived experience of Aboriginal people 

is an essentially contribution for the legal system to reflect the society it 

serves.  The devastating, unique impact of the law on our people must be 

authentically represented in positions of influence within the system so that it 25 
can be properly addressed. 

 

The statistics are not just numbers to us.  They tell the stories of our families 

and our communities.  It makes sense to me then that we must participate as 

more than just subjects in the legal system foisted upon us.  Our participation 30 
as lawyers and as decision-makers enriches the understanding of our people 

in the eyes of the law and enhances the capacity for the delivery of 

individualised justice.  After all, systems of law are entirely familiar to our 

people.  As eminent Aboriginal scholar, Marcia Langton, in her work with 

Aaron Corn, observes: 35 
 

The idea of law in indigenous societies, while remaining a system of 

rules for social good, also includes the idea of the English word 

‘culture’.  Beyond this, it also captures the idea of proper practice, 

the correct way of living a good life, as passed down from ancestors 40 
over many generations, and the idea of ‘the way’, the path through 

life shown by ancestors who have gone before. 

 

I say to First Nations lawyers, Tahlia, Lydia, Lillian, Serena and Braden, and 

other lawyers from diverse backgrounds, there is a place for you here.  Even 45 
when you feel like a tourist in the profession, you must carry yourself as if 
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you belong because you do.  The hallways of judicial office must include us.  

For it to be otherwise, is to deny the modern make-up of Australian society. 

 

A constant in my life has been the support and care I have received from 

other Aboriginal women performing tireless, thankless work at the coalface 5 
of community.  A great many of them are seated in the public gallery today.  

Nation-building leaders, Professor Megan Davis and Auntie Pat Anderson, 

are dear friends unable to attend this ceremony.  Their support of me is 

humbling.  Megan and Auntie Pat have secured their place in history with 

their campaign to see a reckoning for our people.  It is a reckoning that 10 
speaks to the redemptive power of law.  Without the reckoning, the Uluru 

Statement from the Heart seeks, I fear the torment of our powerlessness as a 

people will continue.  I live in hope that the Australian people will give effect 

to the simple idea that nothing should be about us without us. 

 15 
I want to make special mention of my friend, Narelle King.  Our families 

share decades of connection.  Narelle exemplifies a role that so many 

Aboriginal mothers and grandmothers play in our communities.  Narrell is 

the mother of Steven Freeman who died at the Alexander Maconochie Centre 

in 2016.  He was cherished by his family and his community.  No one should 20 
die because they are refused bail or sentenced to a period of imprisonment. 

 

The experience of Narelle’s family reflects a cost our people have 

consistently paid and it must stop.  That Narelle sits in this courtroom today, 

a place that represents a system, the cause of so much heartache and sorrow 25 
for her, to celebrate my appointment, speaks volumes about her courage, her 

character and the resilience of our people. 

 

I am acutely aware that the decisions made in these courtrooms, with broad 

jurisdiction, have a very real impact for those who come here seeking justice, 30 
those who are required to answer for their conduct and for the people who 

live and support them.  It is my long experience that behind every great 

woman juggling their professional and personal life is more great women 

juggling their professional and personal lives. 

 35 
I have been the beneficiary of a small band of those women for more than 

20 years, Belinda Barnard, Penny Mackay, Jane Campbell and Melanie 

Moss.  Our ability to laugh in the face of utter chaos is a super power, and 

our knowledge of each other could be dangerous in the wrong hands. 

 40 
Finally, to my family.  My relationship with my sister, Rebecca, and my 

brother, Paul, is precious, their loyalty to me unmatched.  Their partners, 

Dean and Chris, are the brothers I didn't ask for but I’m very happy to have.  

So, too, my honorary sister, Cathy.  My nephew Jake, niece Sarah and their 

families are a source of pride.  Jake and Sarah were my first clumsy 45 
experiment with parenting, and Sarah has the scar to prove it.  When I was 

appointed as a magistrate I referred to my mother Judith as the hero of my 
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story.  I said I knew my father agreed with that characterisation because she 

was the hero of his. 

 

When he died in April this year, my mother reaffirmed her status as a hero.  

Heartbroken as we all are, I know how difficult it is for her especially to be 5 
here today without him.  If that beautiful old man were sitting in that jury box 

he would be beaming with pride, just as my mother is.  It is because of my 

parents, their sacrifices and their aspiration for me that I sit here today.  With 

them, I won the parent lottery, a fact this work only ever reinforces. 

 10 
My four children, Hannah, Miles, Gabriel and Lulu, sometimes see me at my 

worst when they deserve me at my best.  They are my greatest achievements 

and a constant source of fascination.  I know my work impacts their life when 

they would rather it didn't, and after 23 years my lunchbox game leaves a lot 

to be desired.  I am so proud of them all, funny, kind, clever human beings.  15 
Lest anyone think I am able to take myself too seriously, my children love 

nothing more than a mocking reference to me as ‘your Honour’.  They are a 

daily reminder that my capacity to give orders is limited. 

 

My partner, Joe, is my great love.  He is my sword and my shield against the 20 
rest of the world.  He is enormously successful in his own professional life, 

yet only ever touts my accomplishments.  Joe’s obligations consistently yield 

to mine, and I could not do what I do without him in my corner.  We have 

known each other since we were children and I think the Bundjalung boy 

from Woolloomooloo and the Kamilaroi girl from Millers Point have done all 25 
right.  Thank you all so much for coming today.  I am truly grateful.  The 

Court of Appeal awaits. 

 

McCALLUM CJ:  Many happy overturns.  The court will now adjourn. 

 30 
 

ADJOURNED [9.45 am] 


