
        

  

 

 

  

ACT MAgisTrATes CourT & TribunAls 

TiMe For A PleA 

legAl ADViCe 

officers of the Court may not give legal advice.  if a 
Court officer tells you that he or she cannot answer 
a question and that you should obtain legal advice 
you should approach a solicitor, or one of the 
organisations listed below.  

Agencies offering free legal advice: 
Legal Aid Office (ACT) 4 Mort street braddon 
Tel: 1300 654 314 www.legalaid.canberra.net.au 
Legal Advice Bureau 1 Farrell Place Canberra City 
Tel: 6247 5700 
Welfare Rights & Legal Centre 
ltd Havelock House, gould street Turner  
Tel: 6247 2177 
Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Ltd 
7/9 Moore street Canberra City 
Tel: 6249 8488 www.alsnswact.org.au 

seeKing An inTerPreTer 

The Translating & interpreter service (Tis) have a 
service available, costs may apply.  Tis has a 24 hour 
telephone interpreting service which can be contacted 
on 131 450. Tis’s translation service may be contacted 
on 1300 655 080. 

if you require an interpreter to attend your lawyer 
with you, you should contact Tis’s on site interpreting 
service on 1300 655 082. 

if you require an interpreter for your court appearances 
you should contact the Director of Public Prosecutions 
on 6247 3800. 

 For more information on ACT Courts and Tribunals see: 
www.courts.act.gov.au     
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Obtaining Legal advice  

if you require legal representation you should see 
a lawyer as soon as possible.  A list of organisations 
providing free legal advice is on the back. You should 
take a copy of the statement of facts you have been 
given with you when going to see a lawyer.  

if you have been unable to obtain legal advice before 
your first court appearance and are not in a position 
to enter a plea you may seek an adjournment of your 
matter of up to three week to obtain legal advice.  see 
pamphlet ‘What Happens now’. 

The Court will not allow unnecessary delay for you to 
get a lawyer.  

Entering a plea  

if you have already obtained legal advice or do not 
wish to obtain legal advice you may enter a plea at 
your first court appearance.  

A plea of guilty  

A plea of guilty means that you admit the offence.  

A plea of guilty can usually be dealt with straight away. 

The statement of Facts will be read out to the Court by 
the Prosecutor and you will be given an opportunity 
to address the Court as to why you committed the 
offence and any matters you wish to have the Court 
take into account when it decides what penalty to 
impose.  

A plea of not guilty  

if you plead not guilty your matter will be adjourned 
to another day for a case management hearing. At 
the completion of the case management hearing the 
matter will be adjourned to another day for hearing of 
the matter, see pamphlet ‘What Happens now’. 

Benefit of an early Guilty Plea  

A plea of guilty will usually result in a reduction in 
penalty.  The earlier you plead guilty the more likely it is 
that the court will reduce the penalty.  

Waiting to plead guilty at a later date may mean that 
you won’t get a reduction in penalty. 


