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McCALLUM CJ:  Mr Muller. 

 

MR MULLER:  May it please the court, I have the honour to announce that I 

have been appointed Senior Counsel for the Australian Capital Territory, 

taking rank and precedence next after my learned friend Mr Williamson SC. 5 
 

McCALLUM CJ:   Mr Muller, on behalf of the court, and on my own behalf, 

it gives me great pleasure to extend our warmest congratulations.  Your 

elevation to the rank of Senior Counsel is richly deserved and has been 

widely acclaimed. 10 
 

You came to the Bar with 20 years experience in civil litigation and you have 

combined that experience with a prodigious work ethic and an elegant style 

of advocacy to become one of the most sought after juniors at the ACT Bar.  

So quickly did the ACT community recognise your talent, that I am told you 15 
had little time to spare for frivolities such as the completion of your criminal 

reading.   And you hold the world record for the length of time taken to 

complete the requirements of a reader. 

 

You have also displayed the capacity for strong leadership at the junior Bar 20 
including, but not limited to, your term as President of the Bar.  I have no 

doubt that you will continue to serve as a leader of a growing Bar in this 

small, but mighty, jurisdiction – to quote myself.   I hope that you will make 

the time to mentor junior barristers.  Indeed, it is said to be one of the benefits 

of taking silk, it is the only reliable way to escape from a busy practice.  And 25 
it is said that in the first years of silk, that no briefs in fact arrive for some 

time. 

 

It would be churlish of me on this occasion to remind you of your losses, 

including an appeal in which I had the star.  But I did ask my associates to 30 
find, or to try to find, an important case that you had won.  Alas, on this 

occasion their research came up short.   I have concluded that your wisdom is 

even greater than I thought.  You have settled any case that carried a risk of 

creating unhelpful precedent, so that you could live to settle another day. 

 35 
May I finish by borrowing from your speech at my swearing-in on 8 March 

last year, quoting Kiefel CJ: 

 

A strong and independent profession is a mainstay of a strong and 

independent court.  40 
 

Your elevation is a welcome contribution to that independence and strength. 

 

The court will adjourn. 

 45 
 

ADJOURNED [9.34 am] 


