
CRIMINAL COURTROOM ROLES 
CARD SORT 

The judge 

Presides over the court and 
enforces the rules of the court 
to ensure that all parties in a 
matter are treated fairly and 
equally.  
 

Responsible for making 
decisions about the law and 
deciding the sentence of a 
guilty person.   

The 
prosecutor 

Represents the community of 
the ACT and is also known as 
the Crown.  

Must prove the defendant 
in a criminal matter is guilty 
beyond a reasonable 
doubt.  

The defence 
lawyer  

Represents the defendant in a 
criminal case. 

Must show that there is a 
reasonable doubt in the 
case and that the 
defendant is not guilty of 
the crime.  

The 
defendant 

The person charged with a 
crime and on trial.  

Has a right to remain silent 
and is presumed to be 
innocent until proven guilty.  

A witness 

Someone who saw or heard 
something that is relevant to 
the case. 

Must promise to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth when 
speaking in court.   

The jury  

A group of 12 people from the 
community who are randomly 
selected to hear a criminal 
case and deliver a verdict.   

Must make a unanimous 
decision (everyone must 
agree) about whether the 
defendant is guilty or not 
guilty of the crime.  

The 
complainant 

The victim of the crime and 
usually the person who reports 
the crime to the police.  

Is usually asked to be a 
witness and give evidence 
in the case.  
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