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Ms Jones, Ms Christensen, 

The Court is delighted at your announcements. 

Each of you is very well known to the Court as both a trial and appellate counsel. 

Ms Jones, over the past 30 years your ability has been enhanced by working on both 

sides of the record. You commenced at the Legal Aid Office in Fairfield, Western 

Sydney, working for Legal Aid for eight years before moving to prosecute in the ACT, 

where you rose to the position of Deputy Director. At the ACT Director of Public 

Prosecutions, you made a significant contribution, particularly in relation to the 

Territory’s response to family violence and sexual offending. Since 2019, the private 

bar has benefited from your talents. You continue to contribute to the development of 

the criminal law and criminal law reform. 

Ms Christensen, you too have become a regular and welcome counsel in the Court, 

especially in the Court of Appeal. You have prosecuted in several very challenging 

jurisdictions, the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea—not to mention 

Queensland. You have made a valuable contribution by mentoring others there and 

here. No doubt the challenges that you had to meet elsewhere fostered the resilience 

that has enabled you to gain recognition in this jurisdiction so quickly. 

In the past eight years, only two other senior counsel have been appointed in this 

jurisdiction, Mr White and Mr Drumgold. All four of you are the product of that hothouse 

of talent, the office of the ACT Director of Public Prosecutions. 

It is, of course, a matter of particular satisfaction to Justice Loukas-Karlsson, Justice 

McWilliam and me to see such capable women recognised in this way. Unfortunately, 

Justice McWilliam is not here because she has had to attend to urgent parental duties. 

But she is here in spirit. 

We can all take pride that this year two eminent women have been appointed senior 

counsel. I confidently predict that this is the only jurisdiction in which all senior counsel 

appointed this year will be women. 

Ms Jones and Ms Christensen, your appointment is a recognition of your advocacy 

skills, your contribution to, and your stature within the profession—not to mention your 

tenacity.  It is also a tribute to the progressive nature of the profession that has briefed 

you, enabled you to develop your potential, and which has now publicly proclaimed 

your achievements. You are role models for the many women who will follow. 


